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1 Introduction 
The Amsterdam Declarations were published in 2015, and the Amsterdam Declarations 
Partnership (ADP) started in 2016. The Amsterdam Declarations have been merged into one 
ambition to work towards deforestation-free, sustainable commodity production and import. 
In 2020, the ADP presented its ambition statement till 2025. 1  The aim is to promote 
sustainability in agriculture by eliminating deforestation in relation to agricultural 
commodities, and by working in partnership with consumer and producer countries and with 
all actors along the supply chains to this end. The 2020-2025 partnership statement included 
a commitment to “take further action, both nationally and as a group, and collectively 
promote and support strengthened and ambitious action at European level to achieve 
sustainable and deforestation-free agricultural commodity supplies and thereby contribute to 
sustaining forests and their ecosystems globally”. Target commodities for the period included: 
cattle (beef and leather), cocoa, palm oil and soya. Increasingly, more attention is also 
provided to other agricultural commodities (like natural rubber), the role of finance, and other 
relevant countries. 
 
In June 2025 the ADP renewed its Partnership Statement till 20302. Current members are 
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Spain and the United Kingdom. 
Italy and Luxembourg are no longer members since 1 January 2026.  

Guidance to the reader 
The ADP has reported its activities and progress over the years in several status reports. This 
report covers the period December 2020 - December 2025. Much information has already 
been provided in the previous status report covering 2020-20233 and therefore this report 
focuses on progress in the period 2024- 2025. 
 
This concise report provides information on actions and results by ADP countries. Background 
information can be found in the annexes. 
  

 
1	https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/AD-Partnership-Ambition-Statement-2025.pdf		
2	https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ADP-Partnership-Statement-2030-
FINAL.pdf		
3	https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024-ADP-Status-Report-2020-2023-
vFINAL.pdf		

https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/AD-Partnership-Ambition-Statement-2025.pdf
https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ADP-Partnership-Statement-2030-FINAL.pdf
https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ADP-Partnership-Statement-2030-FINAL.pdf
https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024-ADP-Status-Report-2020-2023-vFINAL.pdf
https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024-ADP-Status-Report-2020-2023-vFINAL.pdf
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2 Looking back 2020-2025 

Deforestation 
Deforestation not only emits greenhouse gasses, conserving and restoring forests also 
supports biodiversity, climate adaptation and agricultural production (FAO, 2025; at COP30). 
Climate change is already affecting agricultural production across the globe, because of 
increased droughts, erratic rainfall and changing climatic zones (Gartwhaite, 2025; FAO 2025). 
The recent Forest Declaration Assessment (2025) shows nearly 8.1 million ha were deforested 
in 2024 and we are 63% off track to achieve zero deforestation by 2030.  

The Amsterdam Declarations Partnership 
The member countries consider ADP a unique and effective way of working together, that has 
helped to adapt and maintain cohesion. Due to the strong commitment of the rotating 
presidencies and of the Secretariat, the partnership enhanced the credibility and legitimacy 
of policy actions, enhanced government-to-government dialogue, and facilitated cross-
commodity and inter-sectoral exchanges. Domestically, the collaboration helped to raise and 
keep deforestation on the political agenda, and the topic enhanced inter-ministerial 
coordination and collaboration (also between embassies in Brazil and Indonesia and 
supported by the rotating chairing period). Countries referenced to ADP to answer 
parliamentary questions, developed relevant national action plans and re-defined public 
procurement (see annex 2). In international dialogues the policy views of the ADP countries 
became more aligned even though it was not always labelled/referenced as ADP. ADP was 
especially effective regarding influencing European developments, which led to the adoption 
of the European Union Deforestation Regulation (EC, 2023) in 2023.  

The Global Agenda on Deforestation 
The importance of reducing deforestation and protecting forests for reaching global goals for 
climate, nature and sustainable development has been recognised and elevated at the highest 
level on the global agenda since 2020. As COP26 President, the UK launched the Forest, 
Agriculture and Commodity Trade (FACT) Dialogue with Indonesia as co-chairs. At the 2021 
UNFCCC COP26, more than 145 countries and the EU endorsed the Glasglow Leaders’ 
Declaration on Forests and Land Use (GLD) to halt and reverse forest loss and land degradation 
by 2030. This was backed by the Global Forest Finance Pledge, where 12 donors (incl. Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Netherlands, Norway and United Kingdom) committed to support 
the goals of the GLD with USD 13 billion 2021- 20254. In the first three years 77% of the total 
commitment has been allocated. The Forest and Climate Leaders’ Partnership (FCLP) - 
endorsed by 36 countries (incl. BE, DE, DK, FR, NL, NO and UK) and the EU – was established 
as a high ambition coalition to deliver on the GLD.  The outcome of the first global stocktake 
at 2023 UNFCCC COP28, the halting and reversing deforestation and forest degradation by 
2030 is recognised as critical to achieve the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 oC, and key 
to conserving nature (UNFCCC, 2023). The Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 
(KMGBF), adopted in 2022 at CBD COP 15, places forests at the core of global biodiversity, 
climate, and sustainable-development action. While it does not have a single “forests article,” 
multiple goals and targets collectively establish a strong, coherent package on forest 
conservation, restoration, sustainable management, and rights. 
 
The importance of national political will, policies and law enforcement cannot be overstated. 
They can either trigger or reduce deforestation. For example, since being elected in 2022, 
President Lula da Silva of Brazil managed to reduce (illegal) deforestation in the Amazon with 
50%, especially through law enforcement. Deforestation in Indonesia has been decreasing 

 
4	https://forestclimateleaders.org/news-and-resources/gffp-report/		

https://forestclimateleaders.org/news-and-resources/gffp-report/
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since 2016, with a strong decline in oil palm driven deforestation. As of 2022, deforestation in 
Indonesia is growing again, related to polices on ‘food estates’ and biofuel blending targets. 
 
The European Green Deal was approved in 2020, with the ambition to make the EU climate 
neutral by 2050. In 2023, the EU approved the EU Deforestation Regulation (EC, 2023), which 
is an important legal tool to decouple EU consumption from imported deforestation and 
thereby reduce the climate and forest footprint of the EU.  

Drivers of deforestation and European market developments 
The 2013 report ‘The Impact of EU Consumption on Deforestation’ showed that the EU (incl. 
UK) imported almost 36% of all deforestation embodied in crop and livestock products traded 
between 1990-2008. In 2017, the EU (minus UK) was still the second largest importer of 
deforestation after China (EC, 2021). The EU was responsible for 16% of deforestation 
associated with international trade, totaling 203,000 hectares and 116 million tonnes of CO₂.  
 
Agriculture - cattle ranching (34% share) and crop agriculture - was (still) the dominant driver 
of deforestation between 2015-2025 with 80-90% followed by logging (permanent 
conversion), infrastructure and mining. Demand from China and domestic consumption is 
rising fast (see also figures in chapter 3). In 2021, Forest Trends concluded that 69% of tropical 
deforestation was in violation of national laws, rising to 95% in Brazil. This includes land 
grabbing, illegal logging, and illegal mining. In Indonesia, 80% of palm oil operations were not 
in full legal compliance (Forest Trends, 2021). However, in 2024, 97% of Indonesia’s 
deforestation occurred in legal concessions (Mongabay, 2025).  
 
ADP aims to promote sustainable production and to increase the share of European import 
and sale of sustainable, deforestation-free commodities to reduce the European deforestation 
footprint. Until the EUDR is implemented, the main proxy we can use is sustainable, 
deforestation-free certification. Europe was, is and probably will remain the main consumer 
market for certified commodities like cocoa, coffee, palm oil and soy. Europe is the main 
importer of certified commodities, but these commodities have not always been sold as 
certified. The general percentage of sold certified commodities of total import has been 
growing steadily since 2016 (see table below) – yet there is still a significant share of certified 
products such as coffee (CBI, 2026) and palm oil (RSPO, 2024) that is sold without a premium. 
There are no sustainability import figures available for natural rubber or beef & leather. 
Assurance schemes for natural rubber with a ‘no deforestation’ criterion do exist such as the 
Fair Rubber Standard, FSC, PEFC, Fairtrade and via the Global Platform for Sustainable Natural 
Rubber but figures are not readily available. There is no international sustainability scheme 
for beef or leather. Countries may have sustainability initiatives based on the Global 
Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (GSRB), but effective implementation is slow.  
 
Table 1: European certified import and sale since 2016 
The certified volume is based upon certification standards that include ‘no deforestation’ criteria. The 
trend is more reliable than the exact figures! 

EU+ import Percentage of total import sold as certified (Year) 
 2016/2017 2020/2021 2023/2024 
Cocoa1 25% 54% 56% 
Palm Oil2 69% 89% 93% 
Soy3 22% SSG - 13% def-free 40% SSG - 24% def-free 54% SSG 

1 – Cocoa: Rainforest Alliance; Fairtrade.  
2 – Pam oil: RSPO: Crude Sustainable Palm Oil (CSPO) for food and oleochemicals. Not biofuels. 
3 – Soy: Proterra, RTRS. SSG = FEFAC Soy Sourcing Guidelines  
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ADP countries represent approximately 66% of total European exposure to deforestation 
related to 7 commodities (Trase.earth-ADP joint analysis). Therefore, actions in the ADP 
countries are relevant for the whole European market. 
 
Table 2: Status of certified deforestation-free import per ADP country (2020-2024). 

Country Cocoa Palm Oil Soya 
Belgium 38% 100% 97% 
Denmark unknown 65% 53-100% 
France unknown 97% 36% 
Germany 72% 85% 100% 
Italy 19% 64% 12% 
Luxembourg unknown unknown unknown 
Netherlands 100% 88% 100% 
Norway unknown 100% 100% 
Spain unknown unknown 72% 
United Kingdom unknown 77% 60% 

Remark:  The percentage is a general estimate. Figures are based on commodity reports, certification 
schemes, progress reports on industry guidelines (SSG) and national commodity initiatives. The 
methods differ per source and sector. Percentages may cover the commitment of the national 
initiative, which does not cover total national import.  
 
With the EUDR being implemented, the import of segregated, deforestation-free 
commodities will reduce the EU’s deforestation footprint further. 

Are we at a Crossroads? 
Much has changed since 2023. Geopolitical tensions have been growing, affecting global 
agricultural commodity trade, which pushes concerns and actions for climate change, 
biodiversity loss and halting deforestation to the background. The EUDR has now been 
postponed twice and is planned to start in 2027. On 17 January 2026, the EU-Mercosur 
Partnership Agreement and interim Trade Agreement were signed (provisional application 1 
May 2026). This deal is geopolitically important and includes major commodity producer 
countries that can export to the European market. Besides concern regarding competition for 
European farmers and this might trigger more deforestation, it also enhances the relevance 
of the European market and is a strategic opportunity to jointly enhance climate resilience, 
support sustainable agricultural production and halt deforestation. 
 
There has been growing attention to the climate & nature & agriculture crises. Global 
temperature is still rising, and research shows that 20-40% forest cover loss is a tipping point 
after which a forest turns into a drier ecosystem (Flores, 2024). Global warming may change 
the tipping point towards 20%. As a result, the total hectares deforested, and the remaining 
forest cover can already have major consequences for the local and global climate and 
continental rainfall patterns. However, farmers across the world oppose climate and 
environmental regulation, feeling restricted in their development. This contrasts with the 
scientific evidence and day-to-day reality of farmers: climate change, deforestation and 
ecosystem degradation affects them and agricultural production in general negatively. And 
the impact is growing. Examples include cocoa, coffee (Guardian, 2026), and soy (Mongabay, 
2020). The FAO estimates that 3.5 billion ha, or 73% of global agricultural land, were exposed 
to climate-induced warming exceeding 1.5 oC above baseline, with annual losses estimated at 
US$ 123 billion (FAO, 2025). Even the intelligence community now perceive nature loss as a 
serious security risk for agricultural production and our economies (UK government, 2026). 
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Globally, around 20-30% of commodity deforestation is linked to trade, while 70-80% is linked 
to domestic demand. A recent ADP analysis of the status and trend in High Forest Cover (HFC) 
jurisdictions5 shows that in 384 sub-national HFC jurisdictions across the world there has been 
tree cover loss (forest cover loss and forest disturbance) since 2000. About 1/5 of these 
jurisdictions show a loss of 20% or more, and 16 countries show a tree cover loss at national 
level of 20% or more. Given the current trend, the coming decade many jurisdictions will no 
longer by High Forest Cover jurisdictions. Only jurisdictions that will remain remote, will retain 
forest cover above 50%. With climate change this is a worrying trend that will affect 
agricultural productivity, biodiversity and forest ecosystem stability and thereby human 
security and our economies. in low development – high forest cover countries and 
jurisdictions, some deforestation will be inevitable due to general rural development needs. 
Alternative economic and employment options need to be developed and supported to 
decouple future deforestation from economic growth. 
 
So even if the European deforestation footprint is decreasing, halting deforestation globally 
remains important. Action is needed in many producer countries, and support from consumer 
countries and supply chain actors is needed. This is indeed an intrinsic part of the EUDR (Article 
30). This led for example to the Team Europe Initiative on Deforestation-free Value Chains6, 
but additional synergistic support and domestic action is needed. Annex 2 provides an 
overview of initiatives supported by ADP countries. A very important aspect of the ADP has 
been to emphasise dialogue and transparent multi-stakeholder action. Over the years the ADP 
facilitated many dialogues with stakeholders - for example through the annual ADP Multi-
Stakeholder Meeting - and multi-stakeholder partnerships. In-country, the embassies of ADP 
countries organised various exchanges. Producer country government representatives, civil 
society organisations, industry alliances, companies, and Indigenous Peoples representatives 
participate in these meetings and can raise their voice, share their concerns, and provide their 
suggestions for change. This built mutual understanding and respect, ambition, and support 
for this agenda, while recognising the variety in interests. Another important forum - but not 
directly related to the ADP - is the bi-annual Oslo Tropical Forest Forum organised by Norway 
and the Forest, Agriculture and Commodity Trade (FACT) Dialogue, supported by the United 
Kingdom. 
 
 

 
5	https://ad-partnership.org/resources/		
6	https://Zerodeforestationhub.eu		

https://ad-partnership.org/resources/
https://zerodeforestationhub.eu/


3 Amsterdam Declarations Partnership outcomes

WP3: Dialogue and diplomacy

Cattle: beef 77 million MT; leather 6.7 million MT (FAOSTAT, 2023)

Palm oil: 79.57 million MT (FAOSTAT, 2023)

Soya: 371 million MT (FAOSTAT, 2023)

• Diplomacy on halting global deforestation
• Constructive dialogue with major producer 

countries: bilateral embassies, European Union, 
FACT Dialogue (28 countries).

• Organisation and participation In-country multi-
stakeholder meetings and joint events..

Cocoa: 5.8 million MT cocoa beans (FAOSTAT, 2023)

• Deforestation-risk import from Brazil,  Argentina and Paraguay. 
• 80% beef is consumed domestically
• 80% leather is exported
• Cattle ranching is the primary driver of deforestation. But there is no 

large scale, effective certification system for beef or leather.

• Deforestation-risk import from Brazil,  Argentina and Paraguay
• Soya meal mostly used for feed (75%)
• DCF certification RTRS, Proterra

• Deforestation-risk import from Côte, d’Ivoire, Ghana, Cameroon
• Europe largest buyer of cocoa and largest consumer
• DCF certification Rainforest Alliance, Fairtrade (since 2022)

• Deforestation-risk import from Indonesia, Malaysia, Guatemala 
and Papua New Guinea

• Palm oil for feed, pharmaceutical, biofuels
• DCF certification RSPO

WP2: Enhance Supply Chain Partnerships
National demand-side initiatives (see annex 3):
• National commodity initiatives in ADP countries 

Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Netherlands, 
Norway, Spain and United Kingdom. 

• European-level initiatives related to cocoa (ISCOs), 
palm oil (stopped), soy (ENSI).

• Facilitation of cross-learning via meetings and ADP-
MSM

Production-side and jurisdictional  initiatives:
• Support for sustainable commodity initiatives in 

producer countries such as Brazil, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Ghana, etc. (see annex 3)

WP4: Monitoring and transparency
• Support for traceability and transparency 

initiatives such as European Forest Inistitute; 
ForestGuard project Fraunhofer Inst; FAO-SEPAL; 
IDH Sustainable Trade Initiative; NICFI Satellite Data 
Program; OECD-FAO Business Handbook on 
Deforestation and Due Diligence in Agricultural 
Supply Chains; INTERCONECTA program; Trase-
earth; WRI Forest Data Partnership; WRI Global 
Forest Watch.

2-3% sold to Europe

5-9% sold to Europe

58% sold to Europe

6-8% sold to Europe



25% sold as certified
56%

13 / 22%
54%

69%

93%

No certification

WP1: European Action on Climate, Deforestation and Trade
• Legislation: EUDR, UKFRC, EU-CSDDD : Approved although now delayed
• Integration: Awareness and deforestation considered in policy discussions on agricultural 

production and trade
• Sustainable public procurement in ADP countries
• Eureopan action: Team Europe Initiative
• National action: policies and regulation in ADP countries (see annex 3).

Deforestation exposure ADP countries

2017

2023
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4 Looking forward 2026-2030 

Climate change, agricultural production and forests 
Global warming is expected to surpass 1.5 oC (above pre-industrial levels) before 2040 (IPCC). 
The global average surface temperature in the period 2023-2025 was already 1.44 oC (with a 
± 0.13 oC margin) above the 1850-1900 average (WMO, 2026). Global production (+14%) and 
consumption (+13%) of agricultural commodities is projected to grow further by 2034, and 
domestic consumption will continue to grow in relevance (OECD-FAO Outlook, 2025)i. The 
global agricultural commodity market will remain important for all countries involved but the 
effects of climate change will be felt more severely the coming years. This puts more pressure 
on smallholder farmers and is a threat to poverty reduction goals, rural livelihoods, local and 
global food & resource security. The 2025 OECD-FAO outlook also stated that by 2034, 
“undernourishment could be eliminated and direct agricultural GHG emissions lowered by 7% 
from current levels. Achieving these outcomes simultaneously would hinge on a 10% increase 
in food production and a 15% improvement in agricultural productivity, supported by the 
widespread adoption of currently available emissions-reducing technologies. Innovations 
such as precision farming, improved nutrient and water management, feed enhancements in 
livestock systems, and low-cost scalable practices such as crop rotations, intercropping and 
compost-based nutrient management represent some of the pathways that could support 
such emission reductions.”  
 
The 2025 FAO report ‘State of the World’s Land and Water Resources for Food and 
Agriculture” defines the core challenge as ‘feeding more (people), with less (fertile land)’. The 
FAO also states that expanding agricultural land is no longer viable because clearing forests 
and converting other natural areas would undermine critical ecosystem functions and 
biodiversity that agriculture itself depends on. A concerted effort from policy makers, 
campaigners, consumers, market actors and funders has been important to elevate forest 
protection at the European and global stage in the context of climate resilience and protecting 
agricultural production and biodiversity. These efforts must now be scaled up and intensified 
in the next five years if we are to reach the global goal of halting and reversing deforestation 
and forest degradation by 2030. The Amsterdam Declarations Partnership has a key role to 
play in keeping deforestation on the agenda and maintaining the momentum. The global 
community working on sustainable and deforestation-free agricultural commodities and 
sustained forest ecosystems plays a vital role in achieving a sustainable economy and 
supporting farmer livelihoods, while building resilience and meeting our globally shared 
climate, biodiversity and human rights goals. This global community is under pressure because 
of increasing geopolitical tensions and trade disputes that also will aggravate existing 
distributional inequalities within and between countries. 

Environmental crime and forest governance 
With government action to enhance and proof legal compliance of commodity production, 
illegality will likely become a major factor in deforestation, often also associated with illegal 
(gold) mining and land grabbing. Addressing environmental crime – and the associated 
violence, misery and other human rights violations - is a priority in many producer countries 
and supports putting political will into action. Attention and action for good governance and 
law enforcement will likely grow the coming years, also by the ADP. Important lessons can be 
learned from the experience, with the EU Forest Law Enforcement, Governance, and Trade 
(FLEGT) Action Plan (since 2003). Positive experiences with FLEGT include national ownership 
of action, the direct link between good governance and access to the European market, 
improved transparency, stakeholder participation and empowerment of civil society. But 
FLEGT also faced significant challenges including the long implementation timeframe, high 
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compliance costs, complex land tenure, and the need for strong, consistent policies and 
effective law enforcement. 

Global market response to EUDR 
The EUDR is demanding deforestation-free agricultural commodities segregated from non-
compliant commodities. This could lead to market segregation whereby compliant 
commodities go to Europe and the rest to other countries. Because the EUDR is not yet being 
implemented the segregation is yet theoretical. Sourcing for the European market may shift 
to regions that have been deforested in the past or focus on segregated volumes from 
(certified) deforestation-free suppliers. This has to be cost-effective so relates to the available 
and needed volume, and available storage and transport infrastructure. Exporters have the 
choice to (a) keep EUDR compliant volumes segregated from non-compliant volumes; (b) stop 
exporting to Europe; (c) or make all export EUDR compliant. Segregation does not have to 
happen if sufficient volume is available and Deforestation and Conversion-Free (DCF) after 
2020 is the norm. For example, 80% of Europe’s deforestation footprint for soy originates 
from only 38 localities in Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay.7 Palm oil from Indonesia originates 
mainly from Sumatra and Kalimantan (96% of Indonesia’s production) and India, China and 
Europe are the main export destinations. The rise of domestic demand and geopolitical trade 
tensions may affect export decisions even more than the EUDR will.  
 
Many countries are signatory to global commitments such as the Glasgow Leaders 
Declaration, Sustainable Development Goals, Global Biodiversity Framework, and climate 
goals. Countries will take their own approach, in line with their key interests, economic 
development, energy (biofuel and biomass) and food security. These global commitments 
show political will that needs to be translated into national action to reduce the ecological 
footprint of commodity production, including for example strong environmental governance, 
halt conversion of primary forests, mandatory due diligence with enhanced traceability, and 
support for sustainable production and alternatives. In Europe significant progress has been 
made with putting into place relevant legislation, policies and initiatives. Because domestic 
consumption in large producer countries is growing in relevance, it is important to enhance 
synergy between the international market and domestic sustainability requirements, the role 
of the financial sector, legislation such as EUDR, and national traceability and compliance 
systems. Unintended consequences need to be addressed such as smallholder exclusion, 
leakage, sourcing away from high-risk areas, and crime (e.g. false claims of origin), delays and 
increased costs, and farmers shifting to other crops that are not in scope of the EUDR. Other 
drivers such as mining (industrial and artisanal) will likely grow in relevance the coming years. 
The extent of these consequences is yet unclear and needs to be monitored and addressed 
the coming years.  

ADP 
Maintaining support for forest ecosystems and biodiversity is needed to mitigate and enhance 
resilience to climate changes, protect nature and support agricultural production, and 
sustainable development. Although specific attention is required, it needs also to be 
underpinned by a general economic development agenda that includes halting deforestation 
and promoting sustainability in agriculture on jurisdictional/landscape/ecosystem-level. For a 
sustainable rural economy special attention is needed for the economic position and income 
of smallholder farmers. Fair living income and no poverty are pre-conditions for sustainable 
rural development. To become truly sustainable, the persistent social, labour and poverty 
(fair, living income & wages, and local food security) issues in commodity supply chains need 
to be solved.  

 
7	https://trase.earth/insights/trase-data-highlights-eus-role-in-deforestation		

https://trase.earth/insights/trase-data-highlights-eus-role-in-deforestation
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Discussions on these topics have been facilitated throughout the reporting period and will 
need to materialise into concrete actions the coming years, for example through domestic 
policy actions that support DCF economic growth. Together with other existing initiatives, the 
ADP can continue to support and facilitate multi-stakeholder dialogues that underpins the 
global community and upholds the global agenda on deforestation and supports DCF 
economic growth. For example, through the Team Europe Initiative and by ADP countries 
through their international cooperation portfolios (see also annex). In the coming years more 
synergy and coherence is needed between climate, biodiversity and economic development 
goals, legislation, policies, and programmes to facilitate implementation across the ADP 
countries and in producer countries to reach the ADP declaration goal. 
 
Special attention for Indigenous Peoples’ and broader human rights is needed. The ADP tends 
to focus on high volume commodity producer countries with European trade relevance. 
Deforestation is also linked to increasing human rights and indigenous peoples’ rights 
violations, including cattle ranching and agricultural commodity expansion, land grabbing, 
illegal logging and mining, and direct (physical and judicial) conflicts with local communities 
and Indigenous Peoples, and with environmental and human rights defenders. More attention 
is needed for high forest cover regions at considerable risk of agricultural expansion, and land 
grabbing in frontier areas affecting Indigenous Peoples. 
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Annex 1: AD Partnership Theory of Change 
 

Interlinked	
ultimate	
goal(s) 

Climate change 
(UNFCCC goals) 

 
Global warming does not 

exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

Biodiversity 
(CBD-GBF targets) 

The worlds’ remaining primary 
forests and high conservation 

value areas are preserved 

Sustainable development Goals 
 

Contribute to achieving the SDGS 
(directly or indirectly) 

Long term 
impact 

Global deforestation-free, conversion-free sustainable agriculture with a focus on agricultural 
commodity production and trade (towards a climate neutral supply chain) 

Vision Inclusive and sustainable agriculture supported by healthy forests 

5-year impact 
2021 - 2025 

Deforestation-related commitments and policies are implemented, and laws enforced in and by 
consumer and producer countries in the context of climate change, biodiversity conservation and 
ecosystem restoration, respecting Indigenous Peoples and local communities’ rights and livelihoods. 

Strategic 
Ambition 2025 

We renew our commitment to promote sustainability in agriculture by eliminating deforestation and 
conversion in relation to agricultural commodities, and by working in partnership with consumer and 
producer countries and with all actors along the supply chains to this end.  

 
We will take further action both nationally and as a group and will also collectively promote and 
support strengthened and ambitious action at European level to achieve sustainable and 
deforestation-free agricultural commodity supplies and thereby contribute to sustaining forests and 
their ecosystems globally. 

ADP Strategy 1. 	
European	action	

2.		
Supply	chain	
partnerships	&	
jurisdictions	

3.		
Dialogue	&	
Diplomacy	

	

4.		
Monitoring,	
transparency,	
reporting	

Outcomes 1.1. Coherence: 
Supported and enhanced 
coherence in policy and 
action on climate, forests, 
biodiversity, health, 
agriculture, trade and 
development 
cooperation. 
 
1.2. Policies: Supported 
policies and measures to 
strengthen European 
markets for sustainable 
and deforestation-free 
agricultural commodities, 
including producer and 
consumer awareness, 
enhanced sustainability 
of public and private 
procurement, due 
diligence management, in 
bilateral agreements, 
national multi-
stakeholder commodity 
initiatives, and public-
private partnerships 

2.1 Commodity Supply 
Chains: Intensified work 
in partnership with both 
producer countries and 
other consumer 
countries, as well as with 
actors along the 
agricultural commodity 
supply chains, including 
indigenous peoples.  
 
2.2. Jurisdictions and 
landscapes. Enhanced 
cooperation and 
governance in support of 
producer countries and 
stakeholders. Build 
capacity to promote 
sustainable, 
deforestation-free 
landscapes and 
jurisdictions, including 
through transparent and 
inclusive land use 
governance, giving 
priority to the protection 
of rights. 

3.1 Diplomacy. 
Strengthened dialogue 
on sustainable and 
deforestation-free 
agricultural supply 
chains with other major 
consumer and producer 
countries.  
 
3.2 Ambition. Enhanced 
ambition in Europe 
(EU+UK) and other 
major markets to 
eliminate deforestation 
from agricultural supply 
chains. 
 
 

4.1 External monitoring 
and transparency. 
Enhanced monitoring, 
traceability and 
transparency of supply 
chains and deforestation. 
Facilitate cross-platform 
synergy and cross-sectoral 
leaning. 
 
4.2 Internal monitoring 
and reporting 
Enhanced monitoring, 
traceability and 
transparency and reporting 
of progress towards the 
aims of the Amsterdam 
Declarations Partnership. 
 
4.3 Foster knowledge. 
Strengthen the exchange of 
cross-commodity 
knowledge and learning 
(issues, actions, tools, 
solutions) implemented or 
proposed (at origin and 
demand side) 

Deliverables Policies and regulations 
that reduce the footprint 
of European agricultural 
commodity supply chains 
on deforestation (and 
human rights issues). 

More farmers and 
companies implement 
deforestation-free 
policies and practices. 
Partnership initiatives 
(national and 

Constructive dialogues 
with major producer 
and consumer 
countries, supporting 
sustainable production 

Monitoring, transparency 
and reporting of the impact 
and progress regarding 
deforestation-free, 
sustainable commodity 
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international) and 
jurisdictional initiatives 
with companies and CSOs 
supported and on track.  

and avoiding 
deforestation. 

production and trade is 
enhanced. 

1. ADP	Coordination	
	

Enhanced	collaboration	facilitated	by	the	(rotating)	ADP	Chair	and	the	ADP	secretariat.	
	

ADP 
governments 

• Joint efforts for European deforestation-related policy and decision-making 
• Sustainable public procurement 
• European and national regulation and due diligence 
• Organise and/or facilitate meetings (convening power, awareness raising) 
• Informed diplomacy and dialogue on halting deforestation 
• Support for multi-stakeholder partnerships and jurisdictional approaches 
• Support for national (multi-)commodity initiatives in ADP countries 

ADP Secretariat  • Stakeholder engagement and diplomacy 
• Facilitate communication between ADP member countries as well as with other supply chain and landscape 

stakeholders. 
• Organise and convene meetings internal and external including an annual multi-stakeholder meeting. 
• Knowledge development by preparing background analysis, discussion papers and reports and provide 

technical support for capacity building if and when necessary.	

 
 Sphere of influence 
 Sphere of control 

 
TOC pathways (could change over time): from outputs to outcomes 

1. Halt agricultural expansion over primary forests and high-conservation value areas.  
2. Redirect agricultural expansion to already cleared land and degraded land. 
3. Reduce overall demand for and consumption of Forest-Risk Commodities. 
4. Increase demand for deforestation-free, sustainable agricultural commodities. 
5. Increase the supply of deforestation-free, sustainable agricultural commodities. 
6. Secure the land use rights of indigenous peoples, promote respect for human rights, 

and fair treatment in land use. 
 
Collaboration: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

European Union 
Producer 
countries 

Other consumer 
countries (China, 

India, USA) 

Supply chain actors 
(companies) 

CSOs, IP org, user 
groups 

ADP countries 
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Annex 2: AD Partnership strategies and results (Work Packages) 
 
WP1: European action on climate, deforestation, and trade. 
 
Result: European legislation related to halting commodity-driven deforestation 
The main results are: 

1. Awareness has been raised on the issue and importance of addressing deforestation 
in agricultural production and trade.  

2. In almost every ADP country the public procurement policy demands sustainable and 
deforestation-free commodities. 

3. European regulation: the 2023 European Union Regulation on Deforestation-free 
products 8  (EUDR) and the 2022 UK Environment Act and the UK Forest Risk 
Commodity regulation (UKFRC). Both legal frameworks have been significantly 
delayed and are not yet in force. Another important legal framework is the EU 
Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD), which has also been 
postponed. 

4. End 2023, the European Commission launched the Team Europe Initiative on 
Deforestation-free value Chains9 together with Germany, Belgium, France and the 
Netherlands. The initiative will not only directly address deforestation but also the 
root causes such as poverty and living income.  

 
Result: Relevant policies in ADP countries. 
Most ADP countries also progressed on domestic policies relevant for reducing deforestation. 
 

 
8	https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-
products_en		
9	https://zerodeforestationhub.eu/		

Country Policies (name, date) Remarks on implementation 
Belgium Act amending the Act of July 17, 2013 

on the minimum nominal volumes of 
sustainable biofuels that must be 
incorporated into the volumes of fossil 
fuels released for consumption 
annually  

Biofuels from palm oil (1/1/2023) and soy (1/7/2023) 
are no longer eligible for renewable energy targets for 
transport (link). 
 

Denmark - - 
France Updated National Strategy on 

imported Deforestation (SNDI, planned 
2024)  

France adopted its National Strategy on Imported 
Deforestation in 2018, covering the period 2018-2030. 
It will be updated in 2024 to reflect the evolution since 
the adoption of EUDR and new objectives for 
mobilization of public and private actors.  

 Publication of the Climate and 
Resilience Law 2021  

In 2021, the Climate and Resilience law gives a 
legislative basis to the SNDI and adds an obligation to 
update it every five years, i.e. in 2023 for the 1st year. 

 Adoption of guidelines for 
international cooperation policy and 
official development assistance 
(August 1, 2023) 

Forest preservation as priority 2 of the cooperation 
and development policy. In this regard, President 
Macron announced 500M€ for forest preservation for 
the next 4 years at COP28. 

Germany German Supply Chain Due Diligence 
Act (link) 

German Supply Chain Due Diligence Act came into 
force 1 January 2023: companies (phase 1 2023, 
>3,000 employees; phase 2 2024, >1,000 employees) 
doing business in Germany are required to address 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-products_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-products_en
https://zerodeforestationhub.eu/
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_2018/article.pl
https://www.bundeswirtschaftsministerium.de/Redaktion/DE/Gesetze/Wirtschaft/lieferkettensorgfaltspflichtengesetz.html
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human rights and some environmental risks in their 
supply chains through due diligence. 

 Guidelines on the Promotion of 
Deforestation-Free Supply Chains of 
Agricultural Commodities 

New German Federal Government’s Guidelines on the 
Promotion of Deforestation-Free Supply Chains of 
Agricultural Commodities per 4 April 2020. 

 Climate Adaptation Law 2023 The Climate Adaptation Law comes mid 2024 into 
force. The law creates a strategic framework for 
precautionary climate adaptation and coordinates 
climate adaptation efforts at federal, state and local 
levels. 

Italy - - 
Netherlands Netherlands policy for foreign trade 

and development cooperation (2022) 
Contribute to halt deforestation by 2030, by 
influencing EU and international policy, supporting 
resilient deforestation-free supply chains and 
providing innovative finance for sustainable land use. 

 The Netherlands Global Climate 
Strategy (2022) 
 

Includes reducing emissions associated with 
agricultural production and consumption chains, 
preventing deforestation and biodiversity loss. With 
reference to the ADP.  

Norway Sustainable use and conservation of 
biodiversity:  Meld. St. 35 (2023–2024) 
- regjeringen.no 
 
White paper on Climate and the Low 
Emissions Society  Meld. St. 25 (2024–
2025) - regjeringen.no 
 
Norway’s Eighth National 
Communication - regjeringen.no   

 

Spain Spanish Forest Strategy Horizon 2050 
 
Spanish Action Plan against illegal 
trafficking and international poaching 
of wildlife species. 
 
National Law on Deforestation-free 
products. 
 
Spain’s Foreign Action Strategy 2025-
2028 

Adopted December 2022, under implementation. 
 
Adopted in 2018, an updated version will be published 
in 2026. 
 
 
Legislative process for its approval started in 
November 2023. 
 
Spain will strengthen its international commitment to 
combating deforestation and promote sustainable 
supply chains for agricultural and forestry 
commodities. 

United Kingdom UK Environment Act 2021 Law adopted end 2021. Secondary legislation needed 
but delayed. 

https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Wald/leitlinien-entwaldungsfreie-lieferketten-engl-gez.pdf
https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Wald/leitlinien-entwaldungsfreie-lieferketten-engl-gez.pdf
https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Wald/leitlinien-entwaldungsfreie-lieferketten-engl-gez.pdf
https://www.bmuv.de/en/pressrelease/german-government-adopts-first-nationwide-climate-adaptation-law
https://www.government.nl/documents/policy-notes/2022/10/10/policy-document-for-foreign-trade-and-development-cooperation-do-what-we-do-best
https://www.government.nl/documents/policy-notes/2022/10/10/policy-document-for-foreign-trade-and-development-cooperation-do-what-we-do-best
https://www.government.nl/documents/publications/2022/12/22/global-climate-strategy
https://www.government.nl/documents/publications/2022/12/22/global-climate-strategy
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/documents/meld.-st.-35-20232024/id3054780/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/documents/meld.-st.-35-20232024/id3054780/
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumenter/meld.-st.-25-20242025/id3095592/?ch=1
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumenter/meld.-st.-25-20242025/id3095592/?ch=1
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/documents/norways-eighth-national-communication/id2971116/?q=Norwegian+forest+strategy
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/documents/norways-eighth-national-communication/id2971116/?q=Norwegian+forest+strategy
https://www.miteco.gob.es/content/dam/miteco/es/biodiversidad/temas/politica-forestal/SPANISH_FOREST_STRATEGY_HORIZON_2050_SPANISH_FOREST_PLAN_2022_2032_EXECUTIVE_SUMMARY.pdf
https://www.miteco.gob.es/content/dam/miteco/es/biodiversidad/temas/internacional-especies-madera/tifies/files-1/TIFIES/documentos/Plan_TIFIES_ingles_baja.pdf
https://www.miteco.gob.es/content/dam/miteco/es/biodiversidad/temas/internacional-especies-madera/tifies/files-1/TIFIES/documentos/Plan_TIFIES_ingles_baja.pdf
https://www.miteco.gob.es/content/dam/miteco/es/biodiversidad/temas/internacional-especies-madera/tifies/files-1/TIFIES/documentos/Plan_TIFIES_ingles_baja.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted
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Result: sustainable public procurement in ADP countries. 
Following a background analysis of the status of public procurement in ADP countries in 
202010, in almost every ADP country the public procurement policy has been reviewed and 
revised to enhance the demand for sustainable and deforestation-free commodities (result 
2). Some of these developments, pre-date becoming a member of the ADP. 
 
Overview of procurement laws and/or action plans per ADP country. 

 

 

 
10	https://mekonecology.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Mekon-Ecology-2020-Public-
Procurement-in-ADP-countries.pdf		

Country GPP Status 
Belgium Belgium adopted its first National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights in 2017. A revision 

of the federal guidelines and other actions are envisaged in the framework of the National 
Action Plan on Business and Human Rights (finalised on 15/01/24, adoption and link available 
soon) 

Denmark Strategy for green public procurement launched in October 2020. 
France France adopted its National Strategy on Imported Deforestation (SNDI) in 2018, covering the 

period 2018-2030. It will be updated in 2024 to reflect the evolution since the adoption of EUDR 
and new objectives for mobilization of public and private actors.  In 2020 “zero deforestation” 
public procurement guidelines were adopted. In 2021, the Climate and Resilience law gives a 
legislative basis to the SNDI and adds an obligation to update it every five years, i.e. in 2023 for 
this first year. 
 
Adoption of guidelines for international cooperation policy and official development assistance 
(August 1, 2023). Forest preservation as priority 2 of the cooperation and development policy. In 
this regard, President Macron announced 500M€ for forest preservation for the next 4 years at 
COP28. 

Germany The legal framework for public procurement in Germany is the "Act Against Restraints of 
Competition" and is aligned with EU directives on public procurement.  A new Training initiative 
for sustainable public procurement was launched 2023 and is part of the German Sustainability 
Strategy. It is the central programme for all stakeholders in the area of public procurement at all 
administrative levels. 

Italy Minimum Environmental Criteria since 2010. New criteria were planned for May 2020 but 
delayed. No further information has been provided.  

Luxembourg Public procurement related to the 2021 Climate Pact. 
Netherlands Policy “Inkopen met Impact” since October 2019. Forest policy letter to parliament, March 2020, 

setting out lines of action and increased budget. 
Norway Act relating to enterprises' transparency and work on fundamental human rights and decent 

working conditions (Transparency Act) - Lovdata 
Public Procurement – Information in English | Anskaffelser.no 
Nordic Program on Circular Procurement (NPCP) | Anskaffelser.no 

Spain Plan for Green Public Procurement (2018-2025) published in 2019. 
Catalogue of Environmental Technical Specifications on Public Procurement published in 2025, a 
public procurement framework establishing environmental criteria and sustainability 
requirements, including references aligned with the EU Deforestation Regulation for relevant 
products such as paper and wood-based materials.  
Guide for Eco-edition in the Public Sector  published in 2022.  
Participation on the International Congress on Green Public Procurement and Climate Change 
(Madrid, 2021 to 2023). 

United Kingdom Greening Government commitments to be reviewed post 2020. See also UK Environment Act. 

https://mekonecology.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Mekon-Ecology-2020-Public-Procurement-in-ADP-countries.pdf
https://mekonecology.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Mekon-Ecology-2020-Public-Procurement-in-ADP-countries.pdf
https://fm.dk/media/18268/groenne-indkoeb-for-en-groen-fremtid-strategi-for-groenne-offentlige-indkoeb_web.pdf
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/Guide_politique_achat_public_zero_deforestation_18nov2020.pdf
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/Guide_politique_achat_public_zero_deforestation_18nov2020.pdf
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gwb/englisch_gwb.html#:~:text=(1)%20If%20circumstances%20suggest%20that,or%20practices%20(sector%20inquiry).
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gwb/englisch_gwb.html#:~:text=(1)%20If%20circumstances%20suggest%20that,or%20practices%20(sector%20inquiry).
https://www.klima-agence.lu/en/municipalities/optimising-your-energy-and-climate-policy/sustainable-procurement/municipal
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/rapporten/2019/10/28/inkopen-met-impact
https://lovdata.no/dokument/NLE/lov/2021-06-18-99
https://lovdata.no/dokument/NLE/lov/2021-06-18-99
https://www.anskaffelser.no/en/public-procurement-information-english
https://www.anskaffelser.no/en/english/nordic-program-circular-procurement-npcp
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/ministerio/planes-estrategias/plan-de-contratacion-publica-ecologica/
https://www.miteco.gob.es/content/dam/miteco/es/ministerio/comprapublicaecologica/catalogopublicoecologico.pdf
https://www.miteco.gob.es/content/dam/miteco/es/ministerio/servicios/publicaciones/libroecoedicion_digital_v5_tcm30-549217.pdf
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WP 2: Enhance (a) Supply chain partnerships and national demand-side initiatives; 
and (b) Production-side and jurisdictional initiatives. 
 
The ADP has also been instrumental and supportive in cross-learning between ADP countries, 
facilitating positive changes in policies and public procurement, and supporting national 
commodity initiatives (cocoa, palm oil, soya) with private sector involvement. Vice versa, 
these national initiatives give meaning and value to the ADP. 
 
Result: Demand-side supply chain partnership. 
To stimulate collaboration and dialogue between supply chain actors, facilitate awareness and 
demand for sustainable commodities, various demand-side initiatives are supported. 

Country Name Remarks on implementation 
Belgium Beyond Chocolate The Belgian Beyond Chocolate sustainable chocolate 

partnership focuses primarily on the demand side, i.e. 
chocolate producers in Belgium. Over the period 2019-2025, 
IDH The Sustainable Trade Initiative has received 5 million 
euros for this purpose, including 3.5 million euros for pilot 
projects in Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire with 7 million euros co-
financed by the relevant private sector in Belgium. 

 Trade for Development 
Centre (TDC) 

The Trade for Development Centre (TDC) of the Belgian 
development agency Enabel, funded by the DGD to the tune of 
7.5 million euros (2019-2023), is also working on demand, in 
this case chocolate consumers, and on strengthening the 
supply of sustainable chocolate. Over the period 2019-2023, 
TDC worked on (1) its fair trade campaigns (Fair Trade Week) 
and (2) training and mentoring around 40 SMEs, cooperatives 
and business support organizations in cocoa-producing 
countries to facilitate their access to the international market 
(financial management, marketing and professionalization).  

 Trade for Development 
Centre (TDC) 

A new grant of 8 million euros (2023- 2028) is awarded to TDC, 
which includes a training program on environmental and social 
sustainability to prepare cocoa producers for European 
sustainability legislation (due diligence and deforestation), as 
well as the continuation of training from the 2019-2023 period. 

Denmark Danish Alliance on 
Responsible Soy 

The Danish Alliance on Responsible Soy was founded in 2019 
and is managed by Ethical Trade Denmark. As of 2025 it had 22 
members, including 10 companies and 12 supporting members. 
The multi-stakeholder alliance convenes the most relevant 
actors across sectors to promote sustainable trade by setting 
the framework for implementation and monitoring of 
members’ commitments. The Alliance also acts as an important 
platform for knowledge-sharing and as a resource centre – in 
2025 it developed an ESG soy risk brief.  Under the Alliance, 
members’ total volumes of certified and/or verified soy (incl. 
credits) have almost tripled since initial baseline report in 2020, 
and further increased by approximately 10% in 2024. 

 Danish Alliance on 
Responsible Palm Oil 
 

The Danish Alliance on Responsible Palm Oil was founded in 
2020 and is managed by Ethical Trade Denmark. As of 2025 it 
had 29 members, including 14 companies and 15 supporting 
members. The multi-stakeholder alliance convenes the most 
relevant actors across sectors to promote sustainable trade by 
setting the framework for implementation and monitoring of 
members’ commitments.  In 2024, volume analysis showed 
that, across the combined Alliance volumes of palm oil, 69% 
was RSPO certified (including credits). 
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 Danish Alliance for 
Responsible Coffee 

The Danish Alliance for Responsible Coffee was founded in 
2023 and is managed by Ethical Trade Denmark. As of 2025 it 
had 41 members, including 30 companies and 11 supporting 
members. The multi-stakeholder alliance convenes the most 
relevant actors across sectors to promote sustainable trade by 
setting the framework for implementation and monitoring of 
members’ commitments. Company members of the Alliance 
represent the majority of coffee consumption in Denmark, with 
ten of the reporting members representing approximately 60% 
of 2024 import volumes. Alliance members’ import of 
“agroforestry coffee” has increased, and over 40% of the 
reported Alliance volume is supported by members own 
programs, which greatly focus on improving traceability. The 
Alliance also acts as an important platform for knowledge 
sharing and as a resource center – in 2025 it developed a guide 
to responsible public coffee procurement. 

France French initiative for 
sustainable cocoa 

Launched in October 2021, it is a relatively new initiative which 
brings together actors and partners from the French cocoa 
sector to implement social, environmental and economic 
objectives.  

 Responsible purchasing 
framework for 
conservation of forests 
and natural ecosystems. 

Published in January 2021, this framework provides companies 
with criteria for setting up, implementing and monitoring their 
commitments in the fight against deforestation and ecosystem 
conversion. 

Germany Forum for Sustainable 
Protein Feed (FONEI) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forum Nachhaltiges 
Palmöl (FONAP)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forum Nachhaltiger 
Kakao (GISCO) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unternehmen 
Biologische Vielfalt 2020 
 
 
 

Forum for Sustainable Protein Feed: ongoing implementation 
since 2014. Milestones: Expansion of position paper to include 
thesis on deforestation-free supply chains; Extension of the 
scope to include non-forest ecosystems such as the Cerrado. 
The 2nd progress report for the years 2024-2025 is currently 
being prepared; Establishment of working groups on 
deforestation-free soy supply chains, domestic protein and 
"Sustainability". 
 
Forum for Sustainable Palm Oil (FONAP) decided to extend its 
project “ProPlanteur” in Côte d’Ivoire by another 5 years till 
2030. Ministry support FONAP activities, e.g. working groups / 
public events to exchange on implementation of deforestation-
free value chains (cf. Visions for Sustainable Palm Oil Digital 
Forum 2026 - Events at Global Landscapes Forum  
 
German Initiative on Sustainable Cocoa (GISCO) decided to 
extend its project “Pro-Planteurs” in Côte d’Ivoire by another 
five years until 2030. Ministry BMLEH support for the German 
Initiative on Sustainable Cocoa (GISCO) included in 2022 the 
process of revising the 10 individual goals, two of which 
address agroforestry and deforestation (goal 4 & 5); 2023 
annual theme of GISCO: "Approaches to deforestation and 
climate change in the cocoa sector”, incl. various events and 
webinars. 
 
Biodiversity in Good Company: Cross-sectorial collaboration of 
companies that have committed to the protection of biological 
diversity in their sustainability strategies. 
 
 
 

https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/initiative-francaise-cacao-durable
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/initiative-francaise-cacao-durable
https://alliance-preservation-forets.org/app/uploads/2021/01/REFERENTIEL-DES-ACHATS-RESPONSABLES_APF.pdf
https://alliance-preservation-forets.org/app/uploads/2021/01/REFERENTIEL-DES-ACHATS-RESPONSABLES_APF.pdf
https://alliance-preservation-forets.org/app/uploads/2021/01/REFERENTIEL-DES-ACHATS-RESPONSABLES_APF.pdf
https://alliance-preservation-forets.org/app/uploads/2021/01/REFERENTIEL-DES-ACHATS-RESPONSABLES_APF.pdf
https://www.eiweissforum.de/
https://www.eiweissforum.de/
https://www.forumpalmoel.org/
https://www.forumpalmoel.org/
https://www.kakaoforum.de/en/
https://www.kakaoforum.de/en/
https://www.business-and-biodiversity.de/en/
https://www.business-and-biodiversity.de/en/
https://events.globallandscapesforum.org/sustainable-palm-oil-digital-forum-2026/
https://events.globallandscapesforum.org/sustainable-palm-oil-digital-forum-2026/
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Sustainable Supply 
Chains Initiative (SASI) 
 

The Sustainable Agricultural Supply Chains Initiative (SASI), 
implemented by GIZ on behalf of BMZ, works towards an 
economically, socially, and environmentally sustainable 
transformation of global agricultural supply chains. SASI 
supported the work on deforestation-free supply chains of a 
range of stakeholders and worked in close cooperation with 
companies to minimize commodity driven deforestation, e.g. 
through various calls of the Due Diligence Fund. 

Netherlands DASPO (palm oil) All members of the Dutch Alliance for Sustainable Palm Oil 
committed to and use RSPO certified pam oil. The share of 
certified palm oil used in the Dutch food industry increased to 
88.2% in 2022 (link). 

Norway Ethical Trade Norway 
Stepping Up Efforts 
Against Forest Crime - 
regjeringen.no 

Resource centre for sustainable trade (link) 

Spain Spanish Business and 
Biodiversity 
Initiative (IEEB) 

Initiated in 2013, it was redesigned in 2023. Public-private 
collaboration platform that seeks to promote the integration of 
biodiversity in business management according to an 
Agreement. It also has a Community of Practice oriented to 
Deforestation-free production. 

United Kingdom UK Sustainable 
Commodities Initiative 
(UKSCI) 

Combines and continues previously separate national 
roundtables on palm oil and soya, as well as engaging UK 
industry on a range of cross-cutting issues which apply to all 
commodities, including living income, scope 3 emissions and 
sector-specific challenges. Also promotes and facilitates 
engagement with other national demand-side initiatives. UK 
grant funding provided through Partnerships for Forests. 

https://www.sustainable-supply-chains.org/
https://www.sustainable-supply-chains.org/
https://duurzamepalmolie.nl/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/DASPO-Rapportage-2022-FINAL.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/whats-new/stepping-up-efforts-against-forest-crime/id3137540/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/whats-new/stepping-up-efforts-against-forest-crime/id3137540/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/whats-new/stepping-up-efforts-against-forest-crime/id3137540/
https://etiskhandel.no/english/
https://ieeb.fundacion-biodiversidad.es/
https://ieeb.fundacion-biodiversidad.es/
https://ieeb.fundacion-biodiversidad.es/
https://ieeb.fundacion-biodiversidad.es/sites/default/files/pacto_por_la_biodiversidad_nom_ape_cargo.pdf
https://www.efeca.com/uk-sustainable-commodities-initiative-uk-sci/#:~:text=Efeca%20facilitates%20the%20UK%20Sustainable,chains%20to%20the%20UK%20market.
https://www.efeca.com/uk-sustainable-commodities-initiative-uk-sci/#:~:text=Efeca%20facilitates%20the%20UK%20Sustainable,chains%20to%20the%20UK%20market.
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Result: Production-side supply chain partnerships and jurisdictional/landscape initiatives. 
Between 2020-2023, signatory countries of the ADP supported multiple international and in-country supply chain-related initiatives. See Annex 4 for a listing 
of initiatives. The result of each individual initiative is considered in that initiative’s final evaluation. Some, like the large private sector-oriented programme 
Partnerships-4-Forests (P4F) was evaluated as a whole.11  Various initiatives can be considered successful and effective to showcase sustainable alternative 
developments and practices. But overall, no transformational change has yet occurred and poverty in the supply chain and deforestation still exist. Targeted 
regulation - like the EUDR - is needed to support such changes and the adoption of sustainable practices. 
 
Below a listing of relevant (deforestation-free supply chain) activities is presented as reported by the ADP countries. The list might not be comprehensive and 
is not presented in a particular order. The Support Unit did not include or exclude particular activities. More information can be found elsewhere. ADP 
countries report their total aid spending to OECD (OECD Data Explorer) and forest expenditures to the Global Forest Finance Pledge (GFFP). 
 

 
11	https://partnershipsforforests.com/resources/p4f-evaluative-case-studies-final-synthesis/		

Cross-
commodity 

Name initiative ADP country Budget Remarks 

 African Sustainable Commodity 
Initiative (formerly African Palm Oil 
Initiative) 

UK UK: £1.8m DE supported the ASCI through TFA. UK grant provided through Partnerships for 
Forests. 

 Alliance for the Conservation of 
Rainforests 

FR €76m 2020-2024. Crises’ prevention in forests (such as pandemics and fires) 

 FACT Dialogue DE, DK, ES, NL, UK unknown Since 2021. FACT Secretariat hosted by CIFOR-ICRAF in Bogor, Indonesia. 
 Food and Land Use Coalition 

(FOLU) 
NO NO: 143m NOK 2021-2024.  FOLU will contribute to governments, businesses, civil society 

organisations and citizens adopting and promoting a shared goal-based vision for 
food and land use system transformation for better health, environment and 
inclusive development. 

 Forest and Climate Leaders’ 
Partnership (FCLP) 

DE, DK, FR, NL, 
NO, UK 

 DE supports the FCLP. DK, FR are members of the FCLP since 2023. Norway is 
part of the Steering Committee and has supported the FCLP Secretariat with 3 
grants since 2022. 

  FR  Launch of Country packages for forests, nature and climate at COP28 with 
Congo, DRC, Ghana and Papua New Guinea  

https://data-explorer.oecd.org/vis?fs%5b0%5d=Topic%2C1%7CDevelopment%23DEV%23%7COfficial%20Development%20Assistance%20%28ODA%29%23DEV_ODA%23&fs%5b1%5d=Topic%2C2%7CDevelopment%23DEV%23%7COfficial%20Development%20Assistance%20%28ODA%29%23DEV_ODA%23%7CFlows%20by%20provider%20and%20recipient%23DEV_ODA_FPR%23&pg=0&fc=Topic&snb=8&df%5bds%5d=dsDisseminateFinalDMZ&df%5bid%5d=DSD_DAC2%40DF_DAC2A&df%5bag%5d=OECD.DCD.FSD&dq=.DPGC.206.USD.Q&lom=LASTNPERIODS&lo=5&to%5bTIME_PERIOD%5d=false
https://partnershipsforforests.com/resources/p4f-evaluative-case-studies-final-synthesis/
https://www.africasustainablecommodities.net/
https://www.africasustainablecommodities.net/
https://oneplanetsummit.fr/en/coalitions-82/alliance-conservation-rainforests-194
https://oneplanetsummit.fr/en/coalitions-82/alliance-conservation-rainforests-194
https://www.factdialogue.org/
https://www.foodandlandusecoalition.org/about/
https://forestclimateleaders.org/
https://forestclimateleaders.org/
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12	Promoting	global	change	by	supporting	local	partners	|	Norad.no	

 Coalition on the Sustainable Use of 
Wood and Bio-based Materials in 
Construction 

FR  >2023.  Launch of the coalition (9 countries) at the One Forest Summit in 
Libreville in 2023 

 Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 DE, NL, NO, UK DE: €700,000  
also NOR, UK 
and NL   

Support provided through Delegated Cooperation Agreement. Support TFA’s 
work in the EU, Indonesia, Western and Central Africa.  

 High Carbon Stock Approach 
(HCSA) 

UK UK 2022-2023.  UK grant provided through Partnerships for Forests. Now concluded. 

 IDH Initiative for Sustainable 
Landscapes (ISLA) 

NL, NOR NL €32 million 2021-26. Support for production, forest protection and social inclusion in 22 
landscapes across 13 countries.  

 “Promoting Global Change by 
supporting Local Partners” 

  From 2020- 25, Norway supported partnerships with nine organisations 
promoting deforestation-free supply chains and financial markets12:  

• Ceres - MNOK 45 
• CDP - MNOK 45 
• Client Earth - MNOK 60 
• Conservation International - MNOK 25 
• Fern - MNOK 30 
• Global Canopy - MNOK 65 
• National Wildlife Federation - MNOK 40 
• Rainforest Alliance - AFi - MNOK 25 
• Stockholm Environmental Institute. – TRASE - MNOK 60 

 TRASE DE DE: €250,000  
 

Germany supported TRASE with data analysis on the EU’ and DE’s deforestation 
footprint due to agricultural commodity consumption. 

 ITC Deforestation-Free Trade 
Gateway 

ES € 1,500,000 The Spanish Ministry of Trade and Enterprise is supporting the development of 
the Deforestation-Free Trade Gateway (DFTG) to facilitate compliance with the 
EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR). 

 From 2020-23, the UK has also supported a number of landscape-scale partnerships, including in the cocoa, palm oil and rubber sectors, working with industry 
participants and other stakeholders in Southeast Asia and West Africa. This work was delivered through the Partnerships for Forests programme.   

     

https://www.norad.no/en/thematic-areas/thematic-areas-in-norwegian-aid/climate-food-environment-and-energy/tropical-forest/nicfi-2021-2025-portfolio/
https://oneplanetsummit.fr/en/coalitions-82/coalition-sustainable-use-wood-and-bio-based-materials-construction-254
https://oneplanetsummit.fr/en/coalitions-82/coalition-sustainable-use-wood-and-bio-based-materials-construction-254
https://oneplanetsummit.fr/en/coalitions-82/coalition-sustainable-use-wood-and-bio-based-materials-construction-254
https://www.tropicalforestalliance.org/
https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/landscapes/
https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/landscapes/
https://dftg.intracen.org/
https://dftg.intracen.org/
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Sector Name initiative ADP country Budget Remarks 
Cattle Responsible Beef Partnership UK £0.87m 2020-2023. UK grant provided through Partnerships for Forests. Now concluded. 
 Conecta (Cattle Traceability 

System)  
UK £0.26m 2021-2023. UK grant provided through Partnerships for Forests. Now concluded. 

 Brazil – China Beef Trade UK £0.4m 2022-2023. UK grant provided through Partnerships for Forests. Now concluded. 
Cocoa Cocoa & Forest Initiative UK £1.9m 2020-2023. UK grant provided through Partnerships for Forests. Now concluded. 
Palm oil National Initiatives for 

Sustainable and Climate-Smart 
Oil Palm Smallholders 
(NISCOPS) 

NL, UK NL: €16.2m 
UK: £18m for 
phase 2 

2020-2023. Programme started in 2019 in Indonesia, Malaysia, Nigeria and 
Ghana. The second phase 2024-2028 is supported by The Netherlands and 
United Kingdom. 

Soya Producing Right Platform UK  £0.88m 2020-2023. UK grant provided through Partnerships for Forests. Now concluded. 
Timber Congo Basin Forest Partnership 

(CBFP) 
FR No information 2023-2025. France-Gabon co-facilitation of the partnership. The two-years 

roadmap includes priority area (2) on sustainable value chains with the objective 
to promote the development of zero-deforestation regional supply chains, 
particularly in the timber sector. 

     

Country Name initiative ADP country Budget Remarks 
All producer 
countries 

Partnerships for Forests United Kingdom £120m Flagship programme, running from 2015-24, providing grant funding and 
technical assistance to mobilise action and investment in support of sustainable 
agricultural commodity production. Programme operates in all major producing 
regions and in all relevant commodity supply chains (palm oil, rubber, coffee, 
cocoa, cattle, soya). A new phase of work has started from 2024, supported by 
£500m over ten years, including an enhanced focus on supporting smallholder 
farmers. 

 Investments in Forests and 
Sustainable Land Use Phase 2 

United Kingdom £500m Second phase of work, building on Partnerships for Forests, based on a ten-year 
commitment, providing grant funding and technical assistance to mobilise 
private sector action and investment, scale-up support to smallholder farmers, 
build capacity for sustainable private sector-led growth in Central Africa, and 
support policy engagement and scaling of action.  

https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/initiative/cocoa-and-forests/
https://www.solidaridadnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/About-NI-SCOPS.pdf
https://www.solidaridadnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/About-NI-SCOPS.pdf
https://www.solidaridadnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/About-NI-SCOPS.pdf
https://pfbc-cbfp.org/home.html
https://pfbc-cbfp.org/home.html
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Brazil Scaling up Sustainable Soy 
Partnership (SUSS)  

Denmark DKK 30m Project, running from 2022 to 2026, implemented mainly by WWF Denmark with 
the aim to reduce deforestation associated with the Danish soy supply chain by 
ensuring that soy imported to Denmark is produced sustainably without causing 
deforestation. 

Project Terr’Indigena  France €5,720,000 The “Terrindigena” Project (link) provides support for 18 indigenous communities 
in Brazil, Colombia and Ecuador, to improve their living conditions and protect 17 
million hectares of Amazonian forest. 

Agrichains Brazil  Germany 
co-funded by the 
European Union 
and SECO 
(website). 

€400,000 Maranhão State Agribusiness Inspection and Monitoring System (SIFMA) / 
"SeloVerde Maranhão": SIFMA/Selo Verde Maranhão began to be developed in 
2022 through a grant from the BMZ global project AgriChains to WWF Germany, 
adapting the Selo Verde Pará system (used for livestock) for use with grains 
(soybean and corn). It currently receives additional support from WWF Denmark, 
and the system is getting ready to be launched. 
Maranhão State Territorial Platform (TerMaranhense):  The TerMaranhense  
platform was developed in 2021-2022 by IPAM, with support from the BMZ 
global project AgriChains. It provides strategic information to support planning 
and territorial management in Maranhão, promoting sustainable production and 
the inclusion of family farmers and traditional communities and people, as well 
as the conservation of natural resources.  
Territorial MAPs / Chapadinha Region Committee and Balsas Region Pact 
(AgriChains): The territorial MAP for Chapadinha was built starting in 2021, in 
partnership with IPAM. In 2023, the global project AgriChains joined the 
territorial MAP for Balsas. 
Regional MAP/ Sustainable Soy Dialogues for the Itaqui Port Corridor 
(AgriChains): The regional MAP "Sustainable Soy Dialogues for the Port of Itaqui 
Corridor", a partnership between AgriChains, RTRS and CLI (operator of the Port 
of Itaqui), has promoted important dialogues and activities in the state, with 
more than 100 participants in on-line and in-person meetings from the entire 
soy supply chain. 
Produzindo Certo Program (31 soybean farms / 62K hectares) (AgriChains). 
AgroPlus Program (103 soybean farms / 137K hectares) (AgriChains)Altogether, 
the technical assistance and socio-environmental performance improvement 

https://um.dk/en/-/media/websites/umen/danida/about-danida/danida-transparency/documents/bevilling-til-scaling-up-sustainable-soy-suss-partnership-i-samarbejde-med-verdensnaturfonden.ashx
https://um.dk/en/-/media/websites/umen/danida/about-danida/danida-transparency/documents/bevilling-til-scaling-up-sustainable-soy-suss-partnership-i-samarbejde-med-verdensnaturfonden.ashx
https://www.afd.fr/en/actualites/empowering-indigenous-communities-amazon
https://www.giz.de/projektdaten/projects.action?request_locale=en_EN&pn=201801281
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programs (AgroPlus/ABIOVE and Produzindo Certo) are being applied to 134 
farms covering 199,000 hectares of soybean plantations in Maranhão. 
Demonstration units of technical assistance for low-carbon soybeans and crop-
livestock-forest integration (10 soybean farms / 30K hectares). (AgriChains): The 
AgriChains project currently has demonstration units (DUs) for low carbon 
soybeans and crop-livestock-forest integration technologies, in partnership with 
Solidaridad and the ILPF Network in the Chapadinha and Balsas regions. 

 CONSERV with IPAM Netherlands 
Norway 

 Compensation for conserving surplus native vegetation on private properties in 
the Brazilian Legal Amazon (now Mato Grosso and expanding to other states). 

 AGRI3 Fund Netherlands  Aims to mobilise $1 billion of financing by providing credit enhancement and 
technical assistance to investment projects and businesses which protect and 
restore forests, promote sustainable agriculture and support rural livelihoods. 

 &Green Fund Netherlands, 
Norway (800 mill 
NOK), plus other 
donors 

$140m in 
capital 
 

&Green is an investor in businesses, which fit with the mission to delink 
deforestation from major commodity supply chains. 

 COAPIBAS Norway 153m NOK 
2020-2023 

Period 2020-2026. Community, Protected Areas and IPs in the Amazon and 
Cerrado. Funbio - Fundo Brasileiro para a Biodiversidade  The project aims to 
increase and diversify the effort to combat deforestation in the Cerrado and the 
Amazon by supporting the establishment and management of protected areas in 
the Cerrado, supporting community and indigenous projects in the Cerrado and 
the Amazon, and strengthen the coordination and communication of civil society 
in their efforts to combat deforestation. 

 Sustainable Agriculture for 
Forest Ecosystems (SAFE) 

DE, EU and NL (NL 
does not finance 
activities in BR) 

€ 4,650,000 SAFE supports cocoa and cattle farmers in the state of Pará on sustainable 
production practices, legality, access to markets and finance and traceability. 
Moreover, the project strengthens public policies, such as the platform 
Agro+Sustentável, which helps demonstrating socio-environmental compliance, 
the cocoa sector plan InovaCacau 2030, the Pará state programme on sustainable 
cattle ranching and the ABC+ Plan (low carbon agriculture).  Territorial and value 
chain governance in the territory of Xingu is strengthened. 

Colombia Project Union Natural France 1,200,000 The project (link) overarching objective is to (1) improve forest ecosystems 
preservation and to combat deforestation, and (2) improve African descent 

https://conserv.org.br/en/
https://agri3.com/about-us/
https://www.andgreen.fund/
https://resultater.norad.no/agreement/BRA-18/0030
https://www.funbio.org.br/en/
https://fondoaccion.org/2020/10/26/union-natural-2/
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population living conditions by developing a sustainable forest management 
system. 

 Cacao d’excellence durable  France 8,310,306 Landscape approach (link) promoting the establishment of excellent cocoa 
produced sustainably and without deforestation in Peru, Colombia and Ecuador.  

 Acuerdo cero deforestación en 
la cadena de aceite de palma en 
Colombia. 

Germany  
 
 

€ 1,154,915 
 

Agreement between FEDEPALMA, national Government, over 45 agro-industrial 
companies and 20 organisations from civil society, government and international 
cooperation (including the GIZ) to achieve zero deforestation and establish 
human rights due diligence in the Colombian palm oil sector. GIZ on behalf of 
BMZ supports the zero-deforestation agreement through its Grant-Agreement 
with “Solidaridad”. 

Sustainable Origin Accelerator 
for Palm Oil Supply Chains 
(AgriChains) 

Germany  
 

 This includes a pilot study for satellite monitoring of 140,000 ha of palm oil 
plantations (resulting in follow up project by FEDEPALMA to monitor 19 million 
ha.), the analysis of traceability systems in 11 extraction plants and the mapping 
of 300 polygons of palm plantations to include in zero deforestation satellite 
monitoring system. 

Iniciativa Cacao, Bosques & Paz 
(CB&P) 

Germany € 1,271,586 The initiative promotes zero-deforestation cocoa production models. The GIZ 
supports the initiative implementation through the co-financing of the” Cacao 
para la Vida + Bosques en la Amazonía” project. 

Cacao para la Vida + Bosques en 
la Amazonía (AgriChains) 
 

Germany  The Project runs from 04/2021 – 03/2024 and aims to establish a resilient, 
transparent, and deforestation-free cocoa value chain as a way to stabilise the 
agricultural frontier, promote sustainable landscape management and guarantee 
the well-being of cocoa farming families in the Colombian Amazon foothills. 

Acuerdos Cero Deforestación 
de las cadenas láctea y cárnica 
en Colombia 
 

Germany € 6,000,000 Agreement with the objective to achieve Zero Net Deforestation of natural 
forests in the country by 2030 and avoid the transformation of Páramos through 
sustainable models in the beef and dairy value and supply chains in Colombia. 
The GIZ supports these objectives through its activities implemented in the 
ProRural project. 

Côte d’Ivoire 
Ghana 
Cameroon 

Support to the EU Flagship 
Initiative on Sustainable Cocoa, 
in Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and 
Cameroon (SCI) 

Germany € 6,800,000 
(BMZ) 
€ 6,800,000 
(EU) 
 

The SCI-SCP aims at achieving a sustainable cocoa production that provides a 
‘living income’ for farmers (women and men), contributes to national public 
revenues, ends deforestation / forest degradation and labour rights abuses 
including child labour and gender inequality in Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and 
Cameroon”. 

https://www.ffem.fr/en/actualites/sealing-public-private-partnership-sustainable-excellent-cocoa-and-zero-deforestation
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Cameroon Sustainable Agriculture for 
Forest Ecosystems (SAFE) 

Germany, EU, 
Netherlands 

€ 4,000,000 
(DGIS) 

SAFE contributes to an inclusive transition towards a deforestation free, 
sustainable and legal cocoa and coffee production in Cameroon in line with the 
upcoming European legislation on zero deforestation. The support given to both 
smallholder farmers, traders as well as governmental institutions does not only 
contribute to a more sustainable production but also improves market access 
and the socio economic conditions of all actors.   

Côte d’Ivoire Green Innovation Centres for 
the Agriculture and Food Sector 
 

Germany € 40,960,000 
(BMZ) 

Smallholders are the focus of the global project, which supports them in 
sustainably increasing their agricultural production and income. Another 
objective is to generate new jobs in food processing, ensuring that a greater 
portion of the value added from agricultural production stays local. The country 
package Côte d’Ivoire (11/2017 - 03/2026) has a special focus on the value 
chains cacao, cassava and plantain. It further focusses on improving the 
framework conditions for sustainable and deforestation-free cocoa production. 

Côte d’Ivoire Rikolto Good Agricultural 
Practices  

Belgium € 1,000,000 Belgian Rikolto receives a grant of one million euros for training in good 
agricultural practices and engaging public and private players in land reform and 
investment in Côte d'Ivoire.  
 

 Sustainable cocoa production in 
Côte d'Ivoire 

Belgium € 7,800,000 Enabel is also the implementing partner of the European Union's (EU) Team 
Europe Initiative (TEI) to support sustainable cocoa production in Côte d'Ivoire 
(7.8 million euros). This initiative includes training and innovative compensation 
schemes for smallholders to help protect the environment. 

 Cacaoyère Bandama Belgium € 11,000,000 In 2022, BIO granted an 11 million euro loan to Ivorian company Compagnie 
Cacaoyère Bandama (CCB), based in Tiassalé, to double its cocoa processing 
capacity to 64,000 tonnes. CCB is UTZ, Fairtrade and ISO 22000 certified, and 
works towards full traceability of its cocoa beans, promotes decent work for its 
employees and supports its cocoa bean suppliers in an ecosystem approach with 
training for more sustainable and socio-economically resilient production.  

 Ecookim cooperative Belgium  The Business Partnership Facility (King Baudouin Foundation) has co-financed a 
processing plant in Côte d'Ivoire, a joint project by an Ecookim cooperative 
(group of 30,000 producers), Belvas, Alterfin and Kampani, and twice supported 
the Yeyasso cooperative to build an ecosystem approach around cocoa and the 
expansion of Fairtrade-certified organic cocoa without deforestation and CO2-
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neutral organic cocoa, with other partners including Galler, Fairtrade and the 
University of Liège. 

 Equité II France 11,500,000 Aims to consolidate and extend the results of the first pilot phase in terms of 
structuring fair trade sectors in Burkina Faso, Mali, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, 
Benin (link). 

Ghana Cocoa processing company 
NICHE 

Belgium € 4,900,000 Thanks to a loan from the Belgian Investment Company for Developing Countries 
(BIO) (4.9 million euros), the Ghanaian cocoa processing company NICHE, 
founded in 2011, has become a solid player that buys cocoa beans directly from 
farmers' organizations and helps them deliver better quality through recognized 
certification (ISO 22000 standard). NICHE, with representatives in Germany and 
the USA, is the only international cocoa processor in Ghana that exports semi-
finished products (10% of Ghana's processing capacity). Recognizing that 
Ghanaians had no access to chocolate, NICHE also launched a pioneering project. 
NICHE has developed a chocolate that stays good and doesn't melt in tropical 
conditions. This innovative approach led to a large-scale project to distribute 
nutritious chocolate milk to 1.8 million schoolchildren in Ghana, in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Education, in spring 2022.  

Indonesia SASCI  / GRASS  (Greening 
Agricultural Smallholder Supply 
Chains)  
 

Germany € 8,350,000 GIZ, together with the Indonesian Ministry of Agriculture, implements GRASS as 
a follow on to the previous project SASCI (Sustainable Agricultural Supply Chains 
in Indonesia) with the aim to improve the economic and environmental 
resilience of smallholder farmers in Kapuas Hulu district, West Kalimantan 
province (02.2019 - 12.2025). The project supported smallholder farmers in 
tackling global challenges and mitigating preventable risks in Kapuas Hulu, West 
Kalimantan. The project focused on smallholder farmers producing rubber, oil 
palm, cocoa, and coffee.   

Sustainability and Value- Added 
in Agricultural Supply Chains / 
SASCI+ (Sustainable Agricultural 
Supply Chains in Indonesia) 
 

Germany € 18,100,000 The project (08/2020 - 03/2028) aims to increase farmers' incomes, protect 
natural resources, and establish deforestation-free supply chains. It promotes 
sustainable production of agricultural commodities while strengthening 
processing capacity and market linkages. Working in key production landscapes 
across West Kalimantan, East Kalimantan (co-financed by SECO), Central 
Sulawesi, Lampung, and West Java, SASCI+ aligns stakeholders around shared 
objectives to secure long-term market access and resilient supply chains. 
Through public-private partnerships, it supports smallholder farmers in the 

https://www.commercequitable.org/programme-equite/
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Remarks: 

• The German Agrichains programme is much larger with more countries and co-funded by the European Union and SECO (website). The German IKI 
portfolio in Latin America contains several projects supporting EUDR compliance, each working across multiple countries (website). 

 

cocoa, coffee, natural rubber, and palm oil sectors to boost productivity, value 
addition, and sustainability, while also advancing district and provincial 
initiatives on sustainable agricultural commodity production. 

Sustainable Agriculture for 
Forest Ecosystems (SAFE) 

Germany € 5,200,000 
 

The project supports the Indonesian Sustainable Jurisdictions Indicators Initiative 
under BAPPENAS (09/2022-05/2026) and cocoa development related activities. 
It contributes to preparing smallholder farmers in the cocoa, natural rubber and 
palm oil value chains in West Kalimantan, Central Sulawesi and Lampung to 
transition to sustainable, deforestation-free and legal supply chains. The project 
selected projects with the private sector, public sector and civil society on farm 
mapping, traceability, legality aspects on farms, forest monitoring and the 
preservation of forests. 

FONAP: Member project in 
Indonesia (02/2022 – 09/2024) 

Germany  Focus on traceable deforestation-free sustainable palm oil from smallholder 
farmers, second project phase (09/2023 – 09/2024) supported by BMZ. 

 Climate-smart Microfinance 
Fund for Indonesia 

Norway 90 mill NOK Period 2019-2026. Through a combination of microcredit and technical 
assistance (TA), the project aims at reducing deforestation by helping 
smallholders enhance their production on existing land in exchange for them 
committing to note encroach in the forest area Sumatra, Sulawesi and 
Kalimantan in Indonesia. There is a particular focus on gender equality in the 
design of the loans, in the support for land titles and in the training for farmers, 
MFIs and cooperatives. 

Malaysia FONAP: Member project in 
Malaysia (04/2025 – 03/2026, 
Phase 1) 

Germany   Scaling Sustainability in Palm Oil Value Chains: 
Empowering Small Producers through Inclusive and Nature-positive Palm Oil 

Meso-America Restorative land use and zero-
deforestation supply chains in 
endangered forests of 
Mesoamerica (BMUV-IKI) 

Germany € 3,962,000 
(2023- 2027) 

Supports governments and smallholders in Mesoamerica in the development of 
deforestation-free value chains 

https://www.giz.de/projektdaten/projects.action?request_locale=en_EN&pn=201801281
https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/en/search-project/#/
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WP3: Enhanced dialogue & diplomacy with major producer and consumer 
countries. 
Directly and indirectly the ADP countries engage with producer country governments - besides 
the formal negotiation processes at international conventions (UNFCCC, UNCBD, UNEA, for 
EU member states this is in the constellation of the European Union) - through bilateral 
contacts, technical meetings, and diplomatic dialogue.  
 
The Forest, Agriculture and Commodities Trade (FACT: website) Dialogue is a government-to-
government dialogue, launched at COP26, that brings together 28 of the largest producer and 
consumer countries of internationally traded agricultural commodities (e.g., palm oil, soya, 
cocoa, beef, and timber) to build cooperation around protecting forests while promoting 
sustainable trade and development.  
 
Partnership and collaboration between producer and consumer countries have an essential 
role in addressing climate change and the transformation of the global food system to support 
sustainability and protect forests, ecosystems, and people. The dialogue emphasises four 
thematic areas, namely: support for smallholders, traceability and transparency, and trade & 
markets – key themes which encompass many of the challenges identified in driving a 
transition to sustainable agricultural commodity industries that support growth and 
development, while ensuring protection of forests.  
 
The ADP countries also collaborate in a bilateral context with many of the key producer 
countries, including Indonesia, Malaysia, Brazil, Colombia, Ghana, and Cote d’Ivoire. Some 
examples are: 
 
Brazil 

• The embassies of the ADP countries represented in Brazil established an internal 
dialogue and actively participate, sometimes supplemented by other countries. 
Various ADP countries have bilateral agreements with Brazil and/or support joint 
initiatives that are also relevant for the ADP goals. For example, in November 2023, 
The Netherlands hosted an ADP discussion in Brasilia to discuss the challenges and 
opportunities for EUDR implementation with representatives from diplomatic 
missions, government, civil society and the business sector. This dialogue will 
continue in 2024. 

• Since 2021, the German-Brazilian Agricultural Policy Dialogue under the auspices of 
the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Supply (MAPA), and the German 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Food and regional Identity brings together actors of 
the agricultural and food industry in both countries. The aim is to better understand 
key agricultural and environmental policy issues such as deforestation free supply 
chains and inform decision takers in politics and industry.  

• In 2023, the ambassador of France participated to the Summit in August of the 
Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO) in Belém. France expressed its 
interest to join the ACTO as a member, to help foster cooperation with French 
Guyana. 

Indonesia 
• In Indonesia, a Joint Task Force on the EUDR was established between the European 

Commission (DG Environment), Indonesia and Malaysia.  
• The German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) has initiated 

in 2023 together with the EU the new project “Engagement with Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Laos, Thailand and Vietnam to raise awareness on and to promote better 
understanding of the EU approach to reducing EU-driven deforestation and forest 

https://www.factdialogue.org/
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degradation” (EUDR Engagement) to advance communication and dialogue on the 
new EU-regulation on deforestation-free products (EUDR) and its implications for 
political stakeholders, smallholders and the private sector in Southeast Asia. This 
project successfully ended in December 2025. 

• Through the Climate Smart Agriculture Microfinance Fund for Indonesia, Abler 
(formerly the Nordic Microfinance Initiative) aiming at addressing the challenges of 
encroachment and deforestation caused by smallholders in Indonesia. The program 
is a combination of microcredit and technical assistance to support smallholders in 
avoiding deforestation while developing their livelihood.	

Gabon 
• In March 2023, France co-organized with Gabon the One Forest Summit in Libreville 

to increase the attention of the international community on the protection of the 
Congo Basin Forests. It brought together 13 heads of state and government, 27 
ministers, leaders of international organisations, financial institutions, 
representatives of the private sector, international NGOs, think tanks and research 
centres, indigenous peoples' organisations, and civil society. It focused on finding 
concrete and actionable solutions to key issues, including fostering sustainable value 
chains in the forestry sector. 

Ghana 
• Germany (BMZ) supports the Sustainable Cocoa Initiative with Ghana to foster 

sustainability in the cocoa sector through a joint approach involving also Côte d’Ivoire 
and Ghana.  

• Spain closely collaborated with the EU Commission and Ghana in the implementation 
of FLEGT system and the development of the FLEGT License Portal Project. 

 

WP4: Enhanced monitoring and transparency 
Monitoring, reliable data on deforestation, expansion and trade, and transparency in 
reporting are crucial elements to identify priorities to drive change and facilitate decision-
making. The ADP does not monitor supply chain developments itself but rather supports 
influential and important third-party monitoring and transparency initiatives. Reports 
produced by a variety of Civil Society Organisations also provide an important knowledge 
base. 
 
Initiatives supported: 

• European Forest Institute: France has supported in 2023 the project of	a technical 
facilitation project on issues of transparency and traceability of supply chains linked 
to preparation for the implementation of the European regulation aimed at 
combating deforestation. 

• GIZ DIASCA: The Digital Integration of Agricultural Supply Chains Alliance (DIASCA) is 
a global initiative advancing digital public infrastructure (DPI) for agriculture. The 
inclusive network brings together governments, companies, civil society, researchers 
and producers to co-create open, and secure digital solutions that support due 
diligence for sustainable supply chains to improve farmer livelihoods. Through 
standardized data, transparent governance, and community-driven innovation, 
DIASCA enables data interoperability and equitable value creation across agricultural 
supply chains. 

• WRI Forest Data Partnership: The Forest Data Partnership and the BMZ project SAFE 
are working together to create a digital public infrastructure that is freely accessible 
and interoperable. This infrastructure will enable smallholder producers and their 
organizations to comply with EUDR regulations for geolocation, traceability, and 
forest monitoring on a large scale. These activities are integrated into the Digital 
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Integration of Agricultural Supply Chains Alliance (DIASCA), which is a global initiative 
that aims to establish shared technical standards for interoperability in agricultural 
supply chains, including forest monitoring and EUDR, hosted by the German Initiative 
for Sustainable Agricultural Supply Chains (INA). 

• WRI Global Forest Watch: Supported by Norway with 118m NOK for 2020-2023. The 
main objectives are to provide public access to information about global forest 
change; leverage independent data and analysis to promote transparency and 
strengthen accountability for international forest-climate actions; and promote 
widespread use of GFW technologies to combat tropical deforestation. 

• TRASE-earth: The TRASE-initiative, drafted a study on “Germany´s risk of imported 
deforestation”, based on detailed TRASE supply chain data going to the sub-national 
level and FAOSTAT production and trade statistics, financed by the German BMZ. The 
TRASE initiative analysed and present various perspectives (direct trade, indirect 
trade, consumption-based impact). The results can be found here: Imported 
deforestation in Germany (nachhaltige-agrarlieferketten.org) and Trase Insights - 
Assessing Germany’s soy deforestation risk. TRASE is also supported by Norway.  

• Norway established the NICFI Satellite Data Program (43m USD in the period 2020-
2024), giving universal access to high-quality satellite imagery for free. 13  High-
resolution satellite images are expensive and therefore difficult to obtain. The NICFI 
Satellite Data Program covers all the tropical forest regions of the world. The majority 
of images are streamed in key tropical forest countries like Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru, and Indonesia. The program has so far more than 31,000 registered users from 
158 countries around the world, using data from 97 tropical countries. And many 
more are accessing the data through other platforms, such as Google Earth and Global 
Forest Watch. Forest country governments are using the satellite data to discover, 
validate and quickly respond to changes in forest cover, including fires. They also use 
the data to understand and respond to drivers of deforestation, improve planning and 
management, and strengthen their capacity to investigate and prosecute activities 
related to illegal deforestation. The data is also used by civil society, indigenous 
peoples, academia, media, and the private sector. 

• SEPAL14 by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) is supported by Norway. 
SEPAL is responsible for the Forests Resources Assessment reports - that helps 
forested countries to gain an overview of forests and land use. 

• IDH Sustainable Trade Initiative (financially supported by the Netherlands, Norway, 
Denmark, and Switzerland), regularly publishes monitoring reports: for 2021 on palm 
oil (Sept 2022) and soya (Sept 2023). 

• Germany (BMUKN) supported the Fraunhofer Institute in developing a blockchain 
traceability system for deforestation and conversion-free supply chains 
(ForestGuard project). 

• Germany (BMUKN) finances the development of an online platform on sustainability 
in supply chains for German companies (elan! Portal) 

• Germany (BMZ) has supported OECD and FAO with developing the OECD FAO 
Business Handbook on Deforestation and Due Diligence in Agricultural Supply Chains. 
The handbook demonstrates how the OECD-FAO Guidance can be applied to address 
deforestation. It builds on the leading international, government-backed standards 
on supply chain due diligence and responsible business conduct: the OECD Guidelines 
for Multinational Enterprises on Responsible Business Conduct and the associated 
due diligence framework set out in the OECD-FAO Guidance for Responsible 

 
13	https://www.nicfi.no/current/new-satellite-images-to-allow-anyone-anywhere-to-monitor-tropical-
deforestation/		
14	https://sepal.io		

https://www.nachhaltige-agrarlieferketten.org/en/news/imported-deforestation-in-germany
https://www.nachhaltige-agrarlieferketten.org/en/news/imported-deforestation-in-germany
https://insights.trase.earth/insights/assessing-germanys-soy-deforestation-risk/
https://insights.trase.earth/insights/assessing-germanys-soy-deforestation-risk/
https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/uploaded/2022/09/Palm_Oil_Report_21_09_22_FINAL.pdf
https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/uploaded/2022/09/Palm_Oil_Report_21_09_22_FINAL.pdf
https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/uploaded/2023/09/IDH-Soy-Monitor-2021-Final.pdf
https://www.nicfi.no/current/new-satellite-images-to-allow-anyone-anywhere-to-monitor-tropical-deforestation/
https://www.nicfi.no/current/new-satellite-images-to-allow-anyone-anywhere-to-monitor-tropical-deforestation/
https://sepal.io/
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Agricultural Supply Chains. While this Handbook focuses only on forests, the due 
diligence steps it describes are also applicable to the conversion of other natural 
ecosystems. The handbook is not a guidance on the EUDR but is intended to provide 
orientation for all markets. Nevertheless, it can provide inspiration for EUDR 
implementation. 

• Spain collaborates with scientific bodies specialized in forensic identification of timber 
and is also supporting the development and improvement of scientific methods for 
forensic identification of timber through funding, particularly on the DART-TOFMS 
technology and on Artificial Intelligence applications. Training in this field is also 
provided to LATAM and Caribbean countries through international cooperation 
(INTERCOONECTA Programme). 

• Spain supports World Forest ID since 2025, an initiative created in 2017 to leverage 
geo-located plant chemistry and technology to enhance traceability and 
accountability in global supply chains related to forest risk commodities. 

 

WP5: ADP internal collaboration 
Internal collaboration is facilitated by the (rotating) ADP Chair and the ADP Support Unit. The 
ADP grew from 6 signatories in 2016 (DE, DK, FR, NL, NO, UK) to 10 (+ BE, ES, IT, LU) in the 
period 2020-2025, showing the ADP has been effective in raising awareness and engaging 
other European countries. ADP also includes non-EU member states Norway and United 
Kingdom making the ADP a very relevant European initiative. Due to a shift in environmental 
political priorities Italy and Luxembourg decided not to continue after 2025. The group discuss 
and pilot policy ideas and initiatives. The ADP has the flexibility to refocus or change the scope 
of work as per consensus between the signatories. Importantly, actions are flexible and can 
respond to the challenge at hand. 
 
Strengths: 

• Informal collaboration of like-minded, front-runner countries 
• Flexibility to evolve (not a closed mandate) 
• The ADP has an open and constructive culture where information is easily and 

informally shared between the representatives. 
• The ADP is an initiative by like-minded European countries, not an initiative led by the 

European Union and its institutions. 
• The European deforestation footprint is decreasing (see table page 5-6). 
• Influence, not invest: The ADP has a very lean structure and a limited budget need (in 

comparison to TFA, FACT) for the Support Unit and the ADP-MSM, and a pro-active 
involvement by civil servants. There is no programme budget. 

• Multi-stakeholder dialogue: The ADP has created good linkages with existing 
initiatives with companies and CSOs, facilitated the development of new national 
initiatives and the Support Unit is a trusted partner. The AD Partnership is perceived 
as a credible and fair partner, government-led but non-bureaucratic. The ADP Support 
Unit can easily communicate with governments, companies and CSOs alike. 

• Frontrunners: The ADP group of countries are frontrunners on this agenda. The ADP 
is an opportunity to remain a group of frontrunner countries whereby sometimes a 
joint dialogue can informally explore options to engage with other demand-side 
markets, or put pressure on EU member states or on producer countries.  

• The ADP facilitates exchanges at the technical, policy level, rather than high-level 
political mobilisation, and can therefore foster transparent and informal discussions. 

 
Less successful: 
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• Even though the 2030 commitment of halting deforestation still stands, the ADP has 
not managed to rally a majority of producer and consumer countries behind the 
priority of zero-deforestation value chains. However, ADP raised political awareness 
and has paved the way for larger coalitions to be formed on this topic (FACT Dialogue, 
FCLP). 

• Some of the work on market-rewards for sustainability (through the value chain) and 
sustainable livelihoods for smallholders (through the value chain and producer 
country governments) has yet to materialise in concrete income benefits. 

• Policy coherence between relevant development and sustainability agendas. 
• Engagement with large consumer countries has not materialised, even though some 

progress can be seen.  
o China: there is an increasing awareness regarding the impact of climate 

change on resource security and need for preserving high value conservation 
areas for climate change mitigation and adaptation. China supports legal 
compliance in producer countries but has a strong non-interference view. 
Individual ADP members are engaged in dialogues and partnerships with 
China on these issues, but there is no formalized collective engagement from 
ADP.  

o India: no progress in ADP engagement to date. 
o USA: The Forest Act of 2023 has been drafted but has not passed yet. 

• Even though the climate, forests and biodiversity crises is clear, major producer 
countries still promote economic growth by agricultural expansion versus agricultural 
intensification and raising the value of already cleared land. 

• The engaged ADP countries are the largest donor countries on the topic of 
deforestation and sustainability in agricultural supply chains. But to be more effective, 
more synergy is needed in support for producer countries - also with EU and USA - 
and in collaboration with producer country governments to enhance governance and 
impact. 

 
Every 4-6 weeks an internal ADP Coordination Meeting is organised and every year an ADP 
Multistakeholder Meeting (see website for meeting reports). The members decided on a 
rotating chair of the Amsterdam Declarations Partnership: 
ü United Kingdom: 1 January 2020 – 30 June 2020: no MSM due to Covid. 
ü Germany: 1 July 2020 – 31 December 2020.  
ü Norway: 1 January 2021 - 30 June 2021. MSM 2021 report (link). 
ü France: 1 July 2021 – 31 December 2021 
ü Denmark: 1 January 2022 – 30 June 2022. MSM 2022 report (link). 
ü The Netherlands: 1 July 2022 – 31 December 2022 
ü United Kingdom: 1 January 2023 - 30 June 2023. MSM 2023 report (link). 
ü Belgium: 1 July 2023 – 31 December 2023 
ü Spain: 1 January 2024 – 30 June 2024. MSM 2024 report (link). 
ü United Kingdom: 1 July 2024 – 31 December 2024 
ü Germany: 1 January 2025 - 30 June 2025. MSM 2025 report (link). 
ü Norway: 1 July 2025 – 31 December 2025 
 
The ADP Support Unit supports: 
• Stakeholder engagement and diplomacy 
• Facilitate communication between ADP member countries as well as with other supply 

chain and landscape stakeholders. 
• Organise and convene meetings internal and external including an annual multi-

stakeholder meeting. 

https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/ADP-OTFF-Trase-MSM-30-June-2021-REPORT-vfinal.pdf
https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-0623-ADP-MSM-report.pdf
https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/2023-0510-ADP-MSM-report-vFINAL.pdf
https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-0529-ADP-MSM-Spain-report-vFINAL.pdf
https://ad-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-0608-ADP-MSM-Germany-meeting-report-vFINAL.pdf
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• Knowledge development by preparing background analysis, discussion papers and 
reports and provide technical support for capacity building if and when necessary. 

 
The external outputs can be found on the website (https://ad-partnership.org/resources/) 

https://ad-partnership.org/resources/
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